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for his forward-leaning legislation in
introducing this bill.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
CLARKE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3264.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the
yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

SUPPORTING RESEARCH AND DE-
VELOPMENT FOR FIRST RE-
SPONDERS ACT

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1850) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 re-
lating to the National Urban Security
Technology Laboratory, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1850

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Supporting
Research and Development for First Re-
sponders Act”’.

SEC. 2. NATIONAL URBAN SECURITY TECH-
NOLOGY LABORATORY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title III of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 181 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“SEC. 322. NATIONAL URBAN SECURITY TECH-
NOLOGY LABORATORY.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, acting
through the Under Secretary for Science and
Technology, shall designate the laboratory
described in subsection (b) as an additional
laboratory pursuant to the authority under
section 308(c)(2). Such laboratory shall be
used to test and evaluate emerging tech-
nologies and conduct research and develop-
ment to assist emergency response providers
in preparing for, and protecting against,
threats of terrorism.

“(b) LABORATORY DESCRIBED.—The labora-
tory described in this subsection is the lab-
oratory—

‘(1) known, as of the date of the enactment
of this section, as the National Urban Secu-
rity Technology Laboratory; and

‘(2) transferred to the Department pursu-
ant to section 303(1)(E).

“(c) LABORATORY ACTIVITIES.—The Na-
tional Urban Security Technology Labora-
tory shall—

‘(1) conduct tests, evaluations, and assess-
ments of current and emerging technologies,
including, as appropriate, the cybersecurity
of such technologies that can connect to the
internet, for emergency response providers;

‘“(2) act as a technical advisor to emer-
gency response providers; and

‘“(3) carry out other such activities as the
Secretary determines appropriate.
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‘“(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed as affecting in
any manner the authorities or responsibil-
ities of the Countering Weapons of Mass De-
struction Office of the Department.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting
after the item relating to section 321 the fol-
lowing new item:

‘“‘Sec. 322. National Urban Security Tech-
nology Laboratory.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. CLARKE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. KATKO)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1850, the Supporting Re-
search and Development for First Re-
sponders Act.

First responders across the Nation
are facing unprecedented challenges.
Over the past year, the unrelenting de-
mands of COVID-19 have placed great
strain on our hometown heroes. In the
West, first responders have had the
added challenge of battling devastating
wildfires; and in the East, they are in
the midst of a dangerous hurricane sea-
son.

Compounding these challenges is a
terrorism threat landscape that, ac-
cording to the Department of Home-
land Security, has ‘evolved signifi-
cantly and become increasingly com-
plex and volatile in 2021.”

Given the complexity of the chal-
lenges our men and women on the front
lines face, it is critical that they have
the most reliable and effective tech-
nology and equipment to respond.
When it comes to delivering innovative
technological solutions, the first re-
sponder community looks to the Na-
tional Urban Security Technology Lab-
oratory in New York City.

NUSTL, as it has come to be known,
serves a unique mission in the Federal
Government. It is the only Federal lab
that is solely dedicated to researching
and developing technology to help first
responders safely and effectively re-
spond to emergencies that range from
natural disasters and industrial inci-
dents to active shooters and terrorist
attacks.

New innovative emergency response
technologies are constantly being de-
ployed, but to keep our first responders
safe, they must first be tried and test-
ed.

Enactment of H.R. 1850 would ensure
that NUSTL can continue to carry out
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this vital role in Homeland Security.
Specifically, it would ensure that
NUSTL could continue to conduct sim-
ulated scenarios with first responders
to test new emergency systems, sup-
port research for innovative tech-
nology, and assist first responders in
evaluating new tools.

In recent years, despite NUSTL’s rec-
ognized value to the Nation, we saw
the Trump administration repeatedly
propose shuttering it. Thankfully, Con-
gress rejected those shortsighted pro-
posals and redoubled its support for
this vital institution.

Looking ahead, we must not only
permanently authorize NUSTL by en-
acting H.R. 1850, but we must also con-
tinue to prioritize funding for the lab
so it can continue its critical work.

Once again, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this bill, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,

Washington, DC, July 8, 2021.

Hon. BENNIE G. THOMPSON,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,

Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: I am writing to
address the jurisdictional interests of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology (‘‘Science Committee’’) in H.R. 1850,
the ‘‘Supporting Research and Development
for First Responders Act.”

While the Science Committee has claimed
jurisdiction over versions of this bill intro-
duced in previous Congresses, I recognize and
appreciate your desire to bring this legisla-
tion before the House in an expeditious man-
ner, and, accordingly agree not to insist on a
sequential referral. This is, of course, condi-
tional on our mutual understanding that
nothing in this legislation or my decision to
forgo sequential referral waives, reduces, or
otherwise affects the jurisdiction of the
Science Committee, and that a copy of this
letter and your response will be included in
the bill report to be filed by the Committee
on Homeland Security and included in the
Congressional Record when the bill is consid-
ered on the House Floor.

Finally, I ask that you support the ap-
pointment of Science Committee conferees
during any House-Senate conference con-
vened on this, or similar legislation. Thank
you for your attention on this matter.

Sincerely,
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON,
Chairwoman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, July 8, 2021.

Hon. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON,

Chairwoman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRWOMAN JOHNSON: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 1850, the ‘‘Sup-
porting Research and Development for First
Responders Act.” I recognize that the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology
has a jurisdictional interest in H.R. 1850, and
I appreciate your effort to allow this bill to
be considered on the House floor.

I concur with you that forgoing action on
the bill does not in any way prejudice the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology with respect to its jurisdictional pre-
rogatives on this bill or similar legislation
in the future, and I would support your effort
to seek appointment of an appropriate num-
ber of conferees to any House-Senate con-
ference involving this legislation.
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I will include our letters on H.R. 1850 in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation of this bill. I look forward to working
with you on this legislation and other mat-
ters of great importance to this Nation.

Sincerely,
BENNIE G. THOMPSON,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security.

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 1850, the Supporting Research and
Development for First Responders Act.
H.R. 1850 authorizes the National
Urban Security Technology Laboratory
within the Department of Homeland
Security’s Science and Technology di-
rectorate.

This important lab tests and evalu-
ates emerging technologies and con-
ducts research and development to as-
sist emergency response providers in
preparing for and protecting against
Homeland Security threats.

The lab also works to enhance first
responder capabilities by partnering
with stakeholders to develop viable so-
lutions to radiological and nuclear
threats and by acting as a technical ad-
viser to the first responder community.

The National Urban Security Tech-
nology Laboratory has assisted in
training thousands of State and local
first responders during more than 130
training events with State and local
agencies throughout the New York
City metropolitan area. With New
York still serving as a top target for
terrorist and other security threats,
now is the time to support our front
line emergency response providers.

Madam Speaker, I commend my fel-
low New York colleagues, Representa-
tives RICE and GARBARINO, for leading
on this issue.

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members
to join me in supporting H.R. 1850, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Miss RICE).

Miss RICE of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of my legisla-
tion, H.R. 1850, the Supporting Re-
search and Development for First Re-
sponders Act.

This bipartisan bill would perma-
nently authorize the New York City-
based National Urban Security Tech-
nology Laboratory, which has been
commonly referred to as NUSTL.
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NUSTL’s mission is to develop and
test new tools for our first responders
to utilize in response to terrorist at-
tacks, natural disasters, accidents, and
other large-scale events.

There is no other lab in the country
doing this critical counterterrorism
and emergency response work, and it is
more important now than ever before.

From the rise in domestic extremism
to stronger and more frequent storms
as a result of climate change, the
threats facing our Nation are pressing.
We must make sure our first respond-
ers are best equipped to handle any po-
tential emergency, and providing sup-
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port for NUSTL will help us accom-
plish that goal.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
thank Congressman GARBARINO, my
colleague on Long Island, for co-lead-
ing this legislation with me, and I
would also like to thank Chairman
THOMPSON and Ranking Member KATKO
for their help in getting it on the floor.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I want to
adopt a comment of my colleague from
New York (Ms. CLARKE) about the
great State of New York.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers. I urge Members to support this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1850 is a bill to
protect our protectors. At the very
least, those on the front lines deserve
to go to work with the certainty that
their equipment will work when they
need it the most. They should not have
to ask themselves: Will it function
under pressure? Can it take the heat?

We owe it to the nearly 2 million
Americans who put their lives on the
line to protect us to ensure that
NUSTL is operational and resourced to
test their equipment.

This fall, we will be observing the
20th anniversary of the September 11
terrorist attacks that shook this Na-
tion to its core. The 9/11 attack was not
only the single deadliest terrorist at-
tack in human history, but it was the
deadliest incident ever for firefighters
and law enforcement officers in the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, 343 New York City fire-
fighters, 23 NYPD officers, and 37 Port
Authority officers died that day. By
enacting H.R. 1850, we can ensure that
as threats continue to grow and
change, NUSTL will be there to provide
critical technical support to our first
responder community.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from New York (Miss RICE) for
this legislation, and I ask that my col-
leagues support this bipartisan legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCNERNEY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. CLARKE) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 1850.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.
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DHS MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES
ACT

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 3263) to amend
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to
establish in the Department of Home-
land Security a medical counter-
measures program, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3263

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “DHS Med-
ical Countermeasures Act’.

SEC. 2. MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle C of title XIX of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
311 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“SEC. 1932. MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish a medical countermeasures program
to facilitate personnel readiness, and protec-
tion for the Department’s employees and
working animals in the event of a chemical,
biological, radiological, nuclear, or explo-
sives attack, naturally occurring disease
outbreak, or pandemic, and to support De-
partment mission continuity.

“‘(b) OVERSIGHT.—The Chief Medical Officer
of the Department shall provide pro-
grammatic oversight of the medical counter-
measures program established pursuant to
subsection (a), and shall—

‘(1) develop Department-wide standards
for medical countermeasure storage, secu-
rity, dispensing, and documentation;

‘(2) maintain a stockpile of medical coun-
termeasures, including antibiotics,
antivirals, and radiological counter-
measures, as appropriate;

“(3) preposition appropriate medical coun-
termeasures in strategic locations nation-
wide, based on threat and employee density,
in accordance with applicable Federal stat-
utes and regulations;

‘“(4) provide oversight and guidance regard-
ing the dispensing of stockpiled medical
countermeasures;

‘“(5) ensure rapid deployment and dis-
pensing of medical countermeasures in a
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear,
or explosives attack, naturally occurring
disease outbreak, or pandemic;

‘(6) provide training to Department em-
ployees on medical countermeasure dis-
pensing; and

“(7) support dispensing exercises.

“(c) MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES WORKING
GROUP.—The Chief Medical Officer shall es-
tablish a medical countermeasures working
group comprised of representatives from ap-
propriate components and offices of the De-
partment to ensure that medical counter-
measures standards are maintained and guid-
ance is consistent.

“(d) MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES MANAGE-
MENT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of the enactment of this section, the Chief
Medical Officer shall develop and submit to
the Secretary an integrated logistics support
plan for medical countermeasures, includ-
ing—

‘(1) a methodology for determining the
ideal types and quantities of medical coun-
termeasures to stockpile and how frequently
such methodology shall be reevaluated;

‘(2) a replenishment plan; and

‘“(3) inventory tracking, reporting, and rec-
onciliation procedures for existing stockpiles
and new medical countermeasure purchases.
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